
Kenningtons Primary Academy 
Tamar Drive, Aveley, Essex, RM15 4NB 01708 865663 

 
enquiries@kenningtons.thurrock.sch.uk 
www.kenningtonsprimaryacademy.co.uk 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Company Number 8187197 

 
 

July 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It was this time a year ago we were hoping that 2020/21 would mean a return to a more normal school 
routine.  Well, as you all know, that didn’t quite go to plan. 
 
COVID-19 continued to bring challenges to our daily lives.  We have all had to adapt and make changes 
to how we live, work, shop, play and socialise.  It has been no different at Kenningtons – the school too 
has had to adapt and make changes.  We are sure you will agree that the school has once again risen to 
the challenge and done its best to provide all pupils with as much teaching and learning as possible in 
these very difficult times. 
 
Thanks for this must go to the following three groups:    
 
Parents and Carers:  Thank you for being patient, understanding and supportive.  There has been a real 
team effort between you and teachers in delivering the school’s on-line lessons.  The school has received 
a lot of positive feedback from you praising teachers, for which they are very grateful.   We do 
understand that this has been a stressful and tough time for many of you and so it is really appreciated 
that you took the time out to send in such wonderful comments.   
 
Pupils:  We would like to say how amazed we are with how well pupils have adapted to working in their 
class bubbles and also learning via the on-line lessons.  We are not surprised though, because we know 
children at Kenningtons are keen to learn and resilient.  Their general good behaviour and enthusiasm 
means they are ready to adapt to changing circumstances.  Overall we are impressed and proud with 
how well they have coped with the changes and disruption during the past year.  
 
Staff:  This too has been a difficult and stressful year for staff.  Much credit must go to teachers for 
having to prepare and deliver the on-line lessons when the school was closed after Christmas.  The 
standard of the school’s on-line offer has been high and teachers should be congratulated.  We would 
like to thank all staff, teaching and non-teaching, for their hard work and dedication during the year.  
Governors would particularly like to mention our Headteacher, Mrs Sawtell-Haynes, along with the 
Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Clarke, and the school’s Business Manager, Mrs Shea, for all the extra work 
and hours they have put in.  They ensured the school remained open as much as possible, organised and 
put in place measures to make the school as COVID safe as possible and oversaw the school’s on-line 
offer.  The school is fortunate in having an experienced and committed Headteacher whose leadership 
has once again has guided the school through this difficult period.  Mrs Sawtell-Haynes has tried to 
ensure that classes have remained open as much as possible and that pupils’ learning is disrupted as 
little as possible.  
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As we now come to the end of the year, it’s time that we say goodbye to those members of staff who are 
moving on to new challenges – we wish them well in their new roles.  But that means that come 
September, we will be welcoming new teachers joining us – we are sure they are looking forward to 
meeting, getting to know and teaching your children.   
 
We would also like to say farewell to the children in Year 6 and wish them luck in their new schools – we 
are confident they will do well. 
 
Finally, we hope you all have a good summer – be careful and stay safe.  We are crossing our fingers that 
in September Kenningtons will be back to something like the normal school that we all know and care 
about. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs Sarah Sayers 
Chair of Governors 
On behalf of the Governing Body       
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